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The MENA CITY CENTER PLAN presents concepts 
rooted in Mena’s vision for their downtown streetscapes 
and community parks to support renewed investment and 
redevelopment in the City Center.  

These designs for public streetscapes, road crossings, and 
public parks are intended to guide the city’s growth as a 
leading destination for outdoor recreation and an unmatched 
quality of life in the region.
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The enhancement to public streets and creation of 
public parks proposed in this document, do require 
reduction of some on street parking.  However, these 
improvements will significantly increase the value of 
downtown mena while increasing the quality of life for 
everyone who visits, works, or lives in town. 

In order to accommodate anticipated parking demand, 
additional parking projects are proposed for Sherwood 
Street to create additional visitor and resident parking 
when spending time in Downtown Mena.  

The diagram below illustrates how in conjunction with a 
central park proposed as part of Sherwood Street and 
Depot building enhancements, three new parking areas 
are proposed to be developed as ‘nose-in’ parking with 
drivers accessing sites from Sherwood street. 

As illustrated on the following pages, a enhanced 
park to the NE of the depot is proposed along with 
improvements to Sherwood Street, creating a downtown 
gathering space that can celebrate the historic depot 
space and offer a central gathering point for events and 
community gatherings. 

To support such gatherings, additional parking on the 
SW side of the Depot, as well as SW side of 7th Street, 
and between Mena and 4th street are also proposed.  
Additional work can serve to create a gateway and 
beautification zone between 4th and 3rd street along 
the highway.  Decorative fencing that captures Mena’s 
historic sense of place is envisioned to provide a safety 
barrier from the railroad while unifying the gateway, 
parking areas, and park area as a new frontage inviting 
visitors to spend time in the City. 
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SHERWOOD AVE & DEPOT PARK: PROPOSED SITE PLAN
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1. A revised entry from 7th Street creates
parking and a natural turnaround
(11 new spaces, 21 total spaces)

2. Depot Plaza envisioned as a curbless
plaza allowing one way traffic through a
pedestrian oriented plaza and community
gathering space.

3. Road transition from curbed street to
curbless plaza

4. 1 way traffic pattern from Mena through
Dequeen reduces traffic conflicts at 71
and S. Mena intersection.

5. Street tree plantings along Sherwood St.
create a shaded space and comfortable
atmosphere for sitting

6. Dequeen street through traffic to be
blocked by bollards that can be lowered
for emergency access. Dead end street to
provide approximately 13 parking spaces.

7. A lawn panel creates a gathering / play
space adjacent to the shaded patio area
of the Depot building

8. A brick walkway and gravel surfaced
plaza area with over head lighting create
a comfortable and welcoming pedestrian
entry to Depot Park

9. Mountain bike play features double as
community gathering area and seating

10. Art barrier provides attractive and
protective screening from the train tracks.

11. LED lampposts continue established
lighting pattern from Mena street.

12. Overhead string lighting

13. Benches at street trees
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SHERWOOD AVE & DEPOT PARK: PHASING PLAN 
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Two phases are envisioned in the development of Sherwood Ave and Depot Park. The first phase would focus on the 
development of Depot Park and the additional parking area - improvements on either side of the Depot.  During phase 1, 
the streetscape would remain unchanged, except potentially creating public street art through painting the Dequeen and 
Sherwood intersection. Phase one would illustrate the potential of the site while not creating any changes to access or 
travel patterns. 

Phase 2 would support phase 1 improvements by building a curbless street profile in front of the Depot Station, closing 
off Dequeen street, and making street improvements to limit traffic flow to one way (Westbound) on the east side of 
Sherwood, between Mena and Dequeen Streets. These improvements would create a true plaza and city center that 
prioritizes community gatherings while still allowing for pickup and drop-off from the site as traffic filters from Mena 
towards 7th streets, also creating a safer and more predictable traffic pattern at Sherwood and Mena street. 
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UTILITY NOTES 
• Storm Sewer - New stormwater

inlets will need to be constructed
along Mena Street. Existing
structures will need to be modified.
Stormwater pipes to be maintained
where possible

• Water and Sanitary Sewer - The
10” water line along the east side
of Mena Street will need to be
relocated into the road

• Electrical - The electrical and
telecommunications utility
routes should be transfered to
underground to reduce clutter.
Recommend replacing lamps with
LEDs

• Franchise Utilities - If necessary,
utilities should be relocated under
sidewalk on south side of Mena St.
None were discovered

• Expanded sidewalks create a tree-lined, shaded street to support retail,
outdoor dining opportunities, and downtown residential opportunities.

• Connection to cleaned up alleyway between S. Mena and Dequeen
emphasized as a functional pedestrian corridor

• Bulbouts create safer pedestrian crossing opportunities
• Parallel Parking improves safety and reduces vehicular conflicts
• Maintain Current lighting system.
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MARTIN AVE

CONTEXT MAP

THE NEW STREET PATTERN 
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UTILITY NOTES 
• Storm Sewer - Stormwater

trunkline to be relocate to 
roadway. New stormwater inlets 
and some pipes will need to be 
constructed to provide drainage 
and connections to existing 
structure

• Water and Sanitary Sewer
- The 10” water line along
north side of Martin, and the
8” gravity sewer line along the
south side of Martin will need to
be relocated

• Electrical - The electrical and
telecommunications utility
routes should be transfered to
underground to reduce clutter

• Franchise Utilities - Overhead
electric lines should be
relocated underground with
underground telephone lines

• Expanded sidewalks and clearly demarcated parking provide a
walkable street corridor adjacent to main thoroughfare

• Mature trees will offer shade and create a more comfortable outdoor
realm to support outdoor dining and retail

• Streetscape establishes downtown, urban pattern of sidewalk
adjacent to building frontage

• Parking clearly articulated and provides ongoing opportunities for
food truck service

• Maintain Current lighting pattern from Mena st.
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MARTIN AVE: PHASING PLAN 

9

The implementation of an improved streetscape on 
Martin Ave is intended to progress through three phases 
in order to match improvements with current and future 
landowner needs. The preliminary phase of Martin Ave 
is intended to focus on the northern side of the roadway 
between Mena Street and Dequeen Street.  A secondary 
phase would establish corner improvements and 
enhance the Dequeen streetscape between Martin and 
hwy 71.  As redevelopment interest merits, a third phase 
would then be applied to the southern side of Martin Ave 
to complete a full suite of street improvements. 
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THE NEW STREET PATTERN 
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UTILITY NOTES 
• Storm Sewer - New stormwater inlets will need to be constructed

on both sides of Dequeen Street to provide positive drainage
due to the proposed street improvements and new curb location.
Existing structures will need to be modified to proposed grade and
converted to appropriate structure types.

Stormwater pipes are assumed to be maintained where direct
conflict is not shown with the proposed improvements, however,
some new stormwater pipe crossing Dequeen will need to be
installed to connect to the existing system and provide drainage
inlets along the north side of the roadway.
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• Expanded sidewalks and clearly demarcated parking provide a
walkable street corridor adjacent to main thoroughfare

• Mature trees will offer shade and create a more comfortable outdoor
realm to support redevelopment, outdoor dining, and retail

• Streetscape establishes downtown, urban pattern of sidewalk
adjacent and building frontage

• Development proposed to mid block due to need to preserve access
to current use

• Provides walkable connection from S. Mena, Martin, and pedestrian
alleyway
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7TH STREET INTERSECTION & CORRIDOR

7TH STREET CROSSING 
• Alternate bike/ped crossing to the busy 71 / Mena

Street intersection
• Future improvements of highway frontage could

provide a direct pedestrian link.
• Preserves bike/ped access to all sides of downtown
• Crossing broadly maintains current road geometries

to ensure ease of access by delivery vehicles
throughout southern edge of downtown.

• Improvements to sidewalks provide direct access to
Sherwood, Janseen Park, and new Depot Park.

Future public private 
partnerships should explore 
creating a more pedestrian 
friendly highway street scape 

Janssen Park 
375’ Away

New Railroad 
Infrastructure: Pedestrian 
Size Railroad Beacons 

Connects to Existing 
Sidewalk on 7th St.

HWY 71

7TH
 ST

7TH STREET CORRIDOR NOTES 
This plan identifies utility consolidation and improvements to support 
future redevelopment along 7th street, but focuses streetscape 
improvements on this crossing to connect with existing sidewalk on 7th 
street and highway 71. 

• Phasing - These utilities improvement are anticipated to be
developed as part of second or third phase improvements.

• Storm Sewer - Minimal stormwater improvements are anticipated
to be required. New stormwater inlets and some pipes will need
to be constructed to provide drainage and connections to existing
structures.

• Water and Sanitary Sewer - There is a 2” water line shown on
GIS south of Hwy. 71, but it is unclear where the line goes or if it
is needed. Relocation of this line may be required. An extension of
the 10” water line from Sherwood Avenue to Martin Avenue could
improve flow and pressure in this area.

• Electrical - The electrical and telecommunications utility routes
should be transfered to underground to reduce clutter. There are
existing wooden poles with flood lighting fixtures serving this area.

• Franchise Utilities - Overhead telephone and electric lines and
underground telephone lines should be relocated into available
space along the north side of 7th street. Gas lines should be
relocated into available space between the roadway and historic
retaining wall along the south side of 7th street.

• Traffic Signals & RR Barriers - Design maintains location of all
traffic signal poles and railroad crossing infrastructure. Addition of

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’N
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MENA STREET, RAIL ROAD, AND HIGHWAY 71 INTERSECTION 

PUTTING MENA  
BACK TOGETHER AGAIN

• Wide pathways provide defined space
and comfort for walking and biking
across Mena’s major intersection

• No relocation of RR infrastructure
anticipated

• Expanded landing areas on sides
of highway 71 improve comfort and
safety of walking experience

New Railroad 
Infrastructure: Pedestrian 
Size Railroad Beacons 

UTILITY NOTES 
• Storm Sewer - At a minimum, new stormwater inlets

will need to be constructed on Hwy. 71, upstream
of crosswalks at the Mena Street intersection,
to provide positive drainage due to the proposed
street improvements and new curb and handicap
ramp locations. Existing structures will need to
be modified to proposed grade and converted to
appropriate structure types. Stormwater pipes are
assumed to be maintained where direct conflict
is not shown with the proposed improvements,
however, some stormwater pipe will need to be
installed to connect to the existing system.
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CITY CENTER ALLEY IMPROVEMENTS 

PEDESTRIAN ALLEYS
• Cleaned up surfacing creates a more comfortable,

safer and more accessible walking route
• Integration of placemaking art and activation of

space through events and temporary installations
encouraged

• Activation of alleys can provide new pedestrian
focused frontage opportunities for buildings at 71 &
S Mena Street - ideal for small scale retail or dining
options.

UTILITY ALLEYS
• Focus of these alleys is on developing new power,

waste, and water infrastructure to support current
businesses while attracting new ones

• Utilizing these alleys for vehicular access and utility
consolidation will support current and future business
success.

Bentonville, ARWaterbury, VT Huntingburg, IN
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NEXT STEPS
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 
JUNE - AUGUST 2025

DESIGN REFINEMENT & COST ESTIMATION 
SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2025


